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“H"nk YOU VT much. I am asreciative of the privilese thrat General
Smith haa offered ne, to come over here and maho a Jew remarks to this organization.
I am, nauuLallJ, vorJ'much interested in it. ' :

when I became President:—— if you don't mind me reminiscing a little
bib -~ there wis no concentration of information for the benefit of the President.
Lach department and cach organization had its own 1n£or}au10n service, and that
lnformublon service was walled off from cveriy other service in such a mamner that
Whenever it was necessary for the President to have 1nfornau10n, he had to send
to two or three departments to -get it, and then he would have to have somebody -
do a 11Lu10 digging to OL it. | '

The affair of uhL Pfc sidential Oleco, so far as “information was
concerned, were in such shape that it was necessary for me, wnen I took over the:
Office, bo read a stack of documents that nlun, and, it took me three months to
get caught up.

Only-two people around the White House really knew what was going on
in the military affairs department, and tHe y'wure Admlal Leahy and Admiral Brown.
'T would talk to them every: morning and wry to get all the information I could.
And finally one worning I had a CODVGfSLhLOﬂ with fdmiral Leahy, and suggested o
him that there should be a Central Intellizence Agency, for “the benefit of -the
whole ﬁovcrnmcnt as.-well as for the bencflt of the Prehldent -so he could be informed.

And the Admiral . ana I proccodea to urV‘LO worlk oub a program. It has

worked very successfully. We have an *ntclllﬂencc information service now that I
‘ uhlnk is not inferior to any'ln the world.

o We have the Central InUV711 ience Agency, and all the intellicence’
cinformation agencies in all the rest of the departments of the government,
coordinated by that Central Intelligence izency. This aszoney puts the information
of vital importance to the Président in his hands. He has to know what is going on
everywhere at home and abroad, so Lhat he can 1nu6111f0n0u1y ‘make the dec¢»wonu
that are necessary Lo kecp the govermment running.,

L don't think anyone rcalizes the imnme sity of the problems that face
a President of Lhe Unltnd Sbaces.

It was my privilege a few days ngo Lo bricf the General who is zoling
to take over the Office on the 20th day of January, and he was rather ap-alled at
all that the President needs to know in order to rcach decisions -~ even domestic
‘decisions. d
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e must inow exactly whit ie dmoliod b what he does.  The President
mikes a decision every day that can alfsect anywhere from 100 million to a billion

"

and a half veople, Ib is.a trerendous reapoasivility.

. (]

:nd I don't think meny of you rcalize the position in which this great
country is, in this day and age. : '

N

‘ e arc at the top, and the lecader of the free world -- something that
wa did not anticipate, something that we did not want, bubt sdmething that has been
forced on us. Ib is a resnonsibility which we should have sssumed in 1920, Ve did
not assume it then. ‘e have to assume it now, bcecause it has again been thrust on
us. It is out duty, under Heaven, to continue that lioadership in the manner that:
will orevent a third world war -- which wonld meun the end of civilization. The
waapons of destruction have haecome so noweriul and so terrible that we can't even
think of another alle-out war. I% sreuld Lhon bring into the war uot only whe
SLonETNT Len -- Bhe osonle w0 are wwa ned as ffohters -- bub.the whole civilian-
nonpulation of evory couabtry involw:d irould he roro thoroushly enposed bo death
and destruction than would the men at th: front. ' '

That is what we have to think about carefully, You arc the organization,
vou are the dntelliscnce arm that keeps che Hxecutive informed so he can make
decizions thadt alwoys will be din the public interest Jor his owm country, noping
always that 1t will save the free world from involvement with the totalitarian
countrics in an all-out war -- a tervible thing to contemnlate.

‘Those of wvou who are decp in the Central Intellizence igency imow
what goes on arcund the world -- know what is necessary for the Z“resident to know’
cvery morning, I am briefed every day on all the world, on everything that takes
place from one cnd of the world to th: othur, all the way around -~ by both the
voles and the other way. It is necessary that you make that contribution for the

velfare and benefit of your government. o
I came over here Lo tell you now avoreciative I am of the service
wihlch I received as the Chief Lxeculive of the zreoatest Nation in the bistory of
the world.. You may not know it, but the Presidential Office is the most powerful
Office that has ever existed in the history of this great world of ours. Gehghls . Khan,
Augustus Caesar, great Mapoleon Bonapartc, or Louls Fourtesnth -- '
or any other of the great leaders and execuiives of the world -- can!t even
compare with what the President of the Unitved States himseld is responsible Ffor,
waen he makes a-decision, IU is an Office that is without ‘parallel in the history
of the world, ‘ C ' : -
~ That ils the nrincinal reascon why I s so anxious Yhat it be a continuing
proposition, dnd that the successor to mc, and the suceéssor to him, can carry on.
as-if no election had éver taken place. _ s - ' '
That is the prospect that we are faced with now., I am giving this

" President,-- this new President -- wore information than any other President ever

had when he went into Office. ' ' ' ’
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You zentlemen -- and ladics -- are contributing to that ability ol wine

a
Lo be adle to do that. I am ewirowely thankful to you. - I think it is good that
somc of you have found oub just exacily what a tromendous organization Intelligence
has to be in this day and age.  You can't run bthe govermmsnt without it.

' Keep un the pgood work. and whon my successor takes over, I want you to
cive him just the same loyal service that you have given me, and then the counury
will oo forward as it should. :

Thank you very much.
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